Report of ASA Legislative Conference Visits, May %, 2009

WSSA Representatives Aparna Ananth, MD; James BankiwlD; Mark Flanery, MD; and Vita
Pliskow, MD attended the ASA Legislative Confereimc&/ashington, DC. Senator Patty Murray

was the keynote speaker at the conference whieh mh@e than 450 anesthesiologists from across the
US. WSSA president James Burkman introduced SeNatoay to the attendees.

ASA provided the delegates with position papersi{faisle onwww.wa-anesthesiology.oy@n
principles for health care reform, the “Healthcarath and Transparency Act,” the “National Pain
Care Policy Act,” “Payment for Anesthesiology Undiéedicare,” and rural “pass-through”
legislation. The WSSA delegates then met withwreshington State congressional delegation to
discuss concerns of WSSA members. The followirgyrisport of these visits.

Office of Jim McDermott (Dr. Burkman is a constituent)

Jim McDermott (absent); met with Anne Grady, heaitte.

Anne has worked on Capitol Hill as a health aidenfany years. She is extremely knowledgeable and
well-informed on anesthesiology issues.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: Major Issue, well-versed as usual. Reinforcednined for reform to treat
anesthesiology fairly, unlike Medicare. Reviewed @AO report. Very interested in the
medical home model for more support of primary caree is very well-versed in healthcare
and realizes the connection flawed system thatave how.
SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan. Propabbrt-term for budgetary reasons.

Rural Pass ThroughNot a district issue, but leans toward favoring.



Truth and Transparencyagreed in principal to support, but will review.

Pain Bill: passed off ASA flyer; hung up in senate.

Office of Rick Larsen

Rick Larsen (absent); met with Betsy Roblee, hesiltle.

Betsy had little interest, listened and took nolbes,showed absolutely no enthusiasm and abouy ever
two minutes asked if we had anything else to discWe ran through our key issues quickly and
thanked her. Little to no feedback.

Issues addressed:

Health Reform Bill: Listened to our anesthesia-specific concernttreMedicare payment
model not be used for heathcare reform.

SGR: Listened and nodded that it was a flawed ideansadled to be fixed.
Rural Pass ThroughNot a district issue, but we discussed briefly.
Truth and TransparencyAgreed in principal.

Pain Bill: Passed off ASA flyer; no discussion.

Office of Jay Inslee

Met with Jay Inslee and Megan Eidman, health aide.

Good meeting, random connections to our delegatiosiee was born at Swedish Medical Center, Dr.
Burkman’s hospital, and his father had surgeryeétlidgham, where Chris Lewis, a current resident
from Toledo, OH, will be practicing in July. Chrgas with us for the meeting.

Issues addressed:

Health Reform Bill: Thought Wyden'’s bill was radical. Agreed reforrasacoming. Interested
to hear how anesthesiology was treated unfairlibgicare and seemed to want to help that.

SGR: Agreed that it needed to be fixed.
Rural Pass ThroughNot a district issue, but interested in accessas and supportive.
Truth and TransparencyAgreed in principal. Interested in how the nurksdis

Pain Bill: Passed off ASA flyer.



Office of Brian Baird

Met with Brian Baird (present, briefly) and Jamdidh health aide.

Baird said hello at the door and discussed moumairbing with us for 10 minutes. Luckily, Chris
Lewis was with us and is a climber. He asked aBduHorton, and Tom Hornbein, the long retired
University of Washington Department of Anesthesigl@€hairman who was the first American to
climb Everest. He was disappointed that we hadewsat Hornbein’s climbing book. We then met
with Jamal for a few minutes, also in the doorway.

Issues addressed:

Health Reform Bill: Interested in our anesthesia-specific issuedarated having new plans
fixing Medicare’s mistaken formula.

SGR: Agreed that it needed to be fixed.

Rural Pass Throughinterested. Pointed out hospital in their disttinat could receive pass-
through support.

Truth and TransparencyAgreed in principal.

Pain Bill: Passed off ASA flyer.

Office of Norm Dicks

Met with Norm Dicks and Jami Burgess, health aide.

Good meeting as always. Vita Pliskow has a persatationship with Norm. He is always interested
in helping with our issues and says he will be sufie in any possible way, but most of our issdes
not come out of his committees.




Office of Maria Cantwell

Maria Cantwell (absent); met with Mark lozzi, ldgisve health aide.

Mark lozzi was pleasant, but nervous, and hae litilno familiarity with any anesthesia-specific
issues. Our short meeting was a drop in the buokgeét him up to speed.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: In flux but high priority agenda item.
SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.
Rural Pass ThroughWill look at language when available, tentativilyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyWill review but no commitment.
Pain Bill: Will review but no commitment.

Office of Patty Murray
Met with Patty Murray and Paula Berg, legislativdea

Issues addressed:

Health Reform Bill: In flux but high priority agenda item. Noted tAa&d Kennedy is back in
the hospital and motion on this seems to be on tatidl Teddy’s status is better defined.

SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.



Rural Pass ThroughWill look at language when available, tentativiglyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyWill review but no commitment.
Pain Bill: Will review but no commitment.

Office of Adam Smith
Adam Smith (absent); met with Katy Quinn, legislataide.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: In flux but high priority agenda item.
SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.
Rural Pass ThroughWill look at language when available, tentativielyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyWill review but no commitment.
Pain Bill: Will review but no commitment.

Office of David Reichert (Dr. Flanery is a constit@nt)
Met with David Reicherand Beth Nelson, legislative aide.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: Cannot kill commercial insurance.
SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.
Rural Pass Throughwill look at language when available, tentativiglyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyHe will review but no commitment.
Pain Bill: He will review but no commitment.
Office of Cathy McMorris

Cathy McMorris (absent); met with Lena Funstonjdiegive aide, but regular health aide Kristin
Garesche not available.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: Cannot kill commercial insurance.

SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.



Rural Pass ThroughWill look at language when available, tentativilyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyWill review but no commitment.

Pain Bill: Will review but no commitment.

Office of Doc Hastings
Doc Hastings (absent); met with Kate Woods, legigahealth aide.

Issues addressed:
Health Reform Bill: Cannot kill commercial insurance.
SGR: Agrees fix is needed but no defined plan.
Rural Pass ThroughWill look at language when available, tentativilyors, no commitment.
Truth and TransparencyWill review but no commitment.

Pain Bill: Will review but no commitment.



